Advanced Placement Environmental Science Policies and Procedures

Fall 2015/16, Ms. DiSantis

Downingtown High School West Campus
Description of Course:

Welcome to AP Environmental Science! In this class, you will learn all about the various scientific concepts, principles, and methodologies of environmental science, the study of the natural world.  This is a year-long class that will fulfill one-semester of an introductory college level environmental science course. An AP exam will be given at the end of the second semester. We will be investigating a variety of topics and will perform many laboratory experiments to help master these topics. There will be an opportunity for field trips, fieldwork and projects throughout the year. Some of the trips will require a late return and may also cost money.  So with that said, sports or work is not an excuse to not attend a trip. If you cannot attend field trips or participate in fieldwork you should choose another science course.  
Course Objectives:

1. To provide you with scientific principles, concepts, and methodologies required to understand the interrelationships of the natural world 

2. To identify and analyze environmental problems both natural and man-made 

3. To evaluate risks associated with these problems 

4. And, to examine alternative solutions for resolving and/or preventing them. 

Grade Assessment: 

Tests and Quizzes: 65 %

Labs, activities and homework: 35 %

Grade Ranges:

90-100 % = A     80-89 % = B    70-79 % = C     60-69 % = D    59% or below = F

Classroom Policies:

1) You will need a lab folder or 3 ring binder for this class. All materials for this class will be stored in your folder or bnder. And you need paper!

2) Please remain in your seats unless given permission to move out of them. Movement causes lab accidents.

3) Please, keep all food and drinks, except for water, outside the classroom.
4) Bathroom breaks will be permitted. However, ask to go during appropriate times, such as during break or when you are done with your activity. Inappropriate times would be during lecture or lab instruction. 
5) Chapter quizzes may be given every week and unit test after each unit.
6) If you miss a class, the assignment/make up work will be due the following day you return. 

7) For any material you miss because of an excused absence, you need to be responsible and complete the missing work! The number of days of the absence will determine how many days you have to make up the work. (Ex: 1 day absent = 1 day to complete work). Turn the absent work into the inbox with ABSENT on the top. You can always find out what you missed by asking a friend in the class, asking me before or after class, or checking the class website. 

8) Any cheating in the class will result in receiving a zero on the assignment.

9) LATE WORK is not accepted in this Advanced Placement course. 

10)  Fieldwork and field trips are a required part of this course and attendance is mandatory except for illness.

11)  Keep electronic devices out of the classroom. NO iPods, cell phones, etc. They will be confiscated immediately and given to the office. 

12)  Last but not least, be respectful to all members of the class.

Class Website:

· Our class website is http://msdisantis.weebly.com
· At this website you can access:

· Homework assignments and Class Activities

· Supplemental Material and Reviews

