Ms. DiSantis – Room 229

Email – ddisantis@dasd.org
Website - http://msdisantis.weebly.com/
Biology and Ecology of Aquatic Systems Class 2013-2014

Welcome to Brandywine FLOWS. Throughout this year we will be studying the Brandywine river watershed in great detail. You can look forward to a better understanding of the water, the land and the people in this region. There will be an opportunity for field trips, fieldwork and projects throughout the year. This will help us to experience first hand the impact of the water, and the people on the water. Some of the trips will require a late return and may also cost money. This is a required part of the course and was in the course selection book.  So with that said, sports or work is not an excuse to not attend a trip. If you cannot attend field trips or participate in fieldwork you should choose another science elective.  Students will be required to show their understanding through a variety of assessments including journals, problem solving activities, laboratory experiments, projects and traditional tests. Students will be expected to work both in and out of class time to accomplish the task of understanding the Brandywine River Watershed.

Assessment of student achievement will be evaluated as stated above through the use of traditional tests and quizzes as well as journaling, current events, laboratory activities, projects and participation. Students who do not actively participate in class can expect a lower grade than those who are active members of the BEAS/BFLOWS community. To help students stay organized use a 3-ring binder and you can keep all your binders and work in my room, unless you have a homework assignment.  This also goes for the books you will be assigned.  Unless you have an outside of class assignment, keep the books in the classroom on the shelf.  I will give you a file folder to keep all handed-back graded work.

Grading Structure:

This course is project based with marking period tests, midterm and final exam.  Ample time is given to you to complete projects and work in class.  However, if you do not use your time wisely you will be required to work outside of class on projects.  There may be times you will have required homework but most work will be done in class.  Late work is marked 50% off and If, I hand the work back you may not hand the work in. This class is composed mainly of seniors and therefore it is your responsibility to hand work in on time and get the required assignments if absent.

Classroom Policies and Procedures:

1) You will need a lab folder or 3 ring binder for this class. All materials for this class will be stored in your folder or binder. And you need paper!

2) Please remain in your seats unless given permission to move out of them. Movement causes lab accidents.

3) Please, keep all food and drinks, except for water, outside the classroom.
4) Bathroom breaks will be permitted. However, ask to go during appropriate times, such as during break or when you are done with your activity. Inappropriate times would be during lecture or lab instruction. 
5) If you miss a class, the assignment/make up work will be due the following day you return. 

6) For any material you miss because of an excused absence, you need to be responsible and complete the missing work! The number of days of the absence will determine how many days you have to make up the work. (Ex: 1 day absent = 1 day to complete work). Turn the absent work into the inbox with ABSENT on the top. You can always find out what you missed by asking a friend in the class, asking me before or after class, or checking the class website. 

7) Any cheating in the class will result in receiving a zero on the assignment.

8) In case of emergency, stop what you are doing.  Close doors and windows near you.  Walk quickly, quietly, and with consideration for others, following the designated exit plan.  Pay attention to what is happening around you, and be alert for any directions that may differ from the normal procedure.  Help each other – hold doors, etc.  Stay with your class if possible.  If you evacuate in a different area, stay there and report your location to the principal as she circulates. 
9) Fire Drill:  Exit to the hallway, turn left and go out the west doors.  Move away from the building and stay together.
10) Standby/Lockdown: All doors will be locked quickly.  Remain calm and quiet.  Lights may be turned off.  Stay away from windows and doors.
11) Arrive to class on time or marked late.
12) Please keep your work neat and well organized.  If I cannot read your work, you will not earn credit.

13) If you are not told that an assignment is group work, please assume it is to be done individually. If you are working together, please be sure to share methods and ideas, not just answers.  That would be considered cheating

14) If, during the course of taking a quiz or a test, a student insists on talking, I will confiscate the test and the student will earn a zero.  If a student cheats on a quiz or test, they will earn a zero on the quiz/test.  

15) Bring all needed materials with you
16) Plan to spend class time on class work.  Please be on task for the entire class period.  
17) LATE WORK is marked 50% off and if I hand it back, you may not and it in. 

18) Fieldwork and field trips are a required part of this course and attendance is mandatory except for illness.

19)  Be safety conscious at all times.
20) When on field trips or conducting fieldwork, follow directions do not roam off without asking your instructor.
21) Keep electronic devices out of the classroom. NO iPods, cell phones, etc. They will be confiscated immediately and given to the office. 

22) Last but not least, be respectful to all members of the class.

Class Website:

· Our class website is http://msdisantis.weebly.com
· At this website you can access:

· Homework assignments and Class Activities

· Supplemental Material and Reviews

Thank you and I look forward to a great year!
Ms. DiSantis
